

1972/10/23 



*T. 5. . 


memorandum 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


■¥ OF SECRET / SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


* • v i'-i jo 


5 C 


/o/z3/7Z- 

^ ot 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KISSINGER 

The Draft Agreement with 
the North Vietnamese 


This paper givesyou an overview of the draff agreement with the 
North Vietnamese (attached at Tab A). It describes its basic 
content, compares its basic provisions with the public position 
of both sides, and treats the potential problems, including those 
raised by Thieu. 


TVio rilaTi has the following main elements . 
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.. Pris oners . All captured “tlX'troop 

civilians on both sides shall ere days , All missing in action 

withdrawals and competed within V ces that thi3 provision 

S °:tTZr^T:J^Z the question, within three months . 
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Prisoners. The communists have always called for the please 
o£ an tfeeu as military personnel 21 

proved to b ' * e f J“V d °loua. Vietnamese civilians, to be resolved by 

S*££ Vietnamese pantie - ^ ££ - 
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- - The ceasefires in Laos and Cambodia come after the one in 
Vietnam. Thieu voiced concern over the fact that the agreement does not 
provide for a simultaneous ceasefire throughout Indochina, a feature of 
our past proposals. We have^ however a firm written mutual understanding 
with the DRV that the Laos ceasefire will take effect within one month of 
the Vietnam agreement. This is about the best we could expect to get, 
given the fact that the negotiations among the Laotian parties have' just 
begun. In any event Souvanna Phouma appears extremely pleased with the 
arrangements, as do the Thai leaders. In Cambodia the arrangements are 
admittedly mushier, since there is not yet a mechanism for negotiations 
among the Cambodians However, Hanoi has accepted a strong unilateral 
statement from us of various verbal assurances that there will be prompt 
movement towards peace in Cambodia, as well as our declaration that 
offensive activities in that country prior to a ceasefire would be inconsistent 
with the agreement. In any event Lon Nol seemed enthusiastic about the 
agreement. 

The chapter on Laos and Cambodia is a strong one assuming it 
is implemented. It commits foreign countries, including the DRV, to 
cease military activities on the withdrawal of forces, and stop infiltration 
once there is an agreement for these countries. Our constant pressure 
for written guarantees have extracted from Hanoi in the past two weeks 
some very firm assurances to back up the chapter. Finally they have 
committed in writing their Laotian allies to release all our prisoners 
before the end of the year and have stated flatly that there are no 
American prisoners in Cambodia. We are free in any event to use all 
our assets in Laos and Cambodia until there is a ceasefire in those 
countries. 
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